
WHAT EDUCATORS SHOULD KNOW

Copyright: Be in the Know

COPYRIGHT
It is important to understand the law. A work of authorship includes literary, 
written, dramatic, artistic, musical, and certain other types of work.

Ensure creative and ethical 
use of media and 
information resources 
through copyright 
compliance

The Fair Use Doctrine 
allows educators limited 
and reasonable use of 
copyrighted masterials as 
long as it does not interfere 
with owner’s rights

Work cannot be used, 
adapted, copied, or 
published without the 
owner’s permission

When in doubt about 
the copyright status of 
the work or the 
appropriateness of your 
use of that work, get 
permission

Quoting or crediting the 
author of a copied work 
does not satisfy copyright 
requirements

All original work, published 
or unpublished, is protected 
under copyright when it is 
created, the creator does 
not need to file patent or 
trademark paperwork

CREATIVE COMMONS
Creative Commons licenses allow creators to communicate which 
rights they reserve and which rights they waive for the benefit of 
recipients or other creators.

RETAIN 
Allows the user to make and own copies of work

REUSE 
Allows the user to use the work in a wide range of ways

REVISE 
Allows the user to adapt, modify, and improve the work

REMIX
Allows the user to combine two or more of the above options

REDISTRIBUTE
Allows the user to share the work(s) with others

Attribution
Others can copy, distribute, display, perform, and
 remix the work if they credit the creator’s name

No Derivatives 
Others can only copy, display, or perform verbatim 
copies of the work

Share Alike
Others can distribute the work only under a license 
identical to the one the creator has chosen for the work

Non-commercial
Others can copy, distribue, display, perform, or remix 
the work but for non-commercial purposes only

COPYRIGHT, CREATIVE COMMONS,  
AND FAIR USE 

FAIR USE
“The fair use of copyrighted work, including use by reproduction in copies for purposes 
such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for 
classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright.”

4
FACTORS OF 
FAIR USE

Free and Reuse Rights

1) The purpose and character of the use

2) The nature of the copyrighted work

3) The amount and substantiality of the 
     portion taken

4) The e�ect on the potential market


